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Overview of Michigan’s Cohort Graduation and Dropout Rates

To comply with the No Child Left Behind (NCLB)} Act of 2001, Michigan moved to an accountability
system in which a graduation rate includes only "on-time" graduates who earn regular diplomas within
four years of entering high school. This calculation meets the guidelines provided by the National
Governors Association (NGA) Graduation Counts Compact and the United States Department of
Education (USED) for calculation of such rates. As more and more states implement the cohort
methodology standard, state-to-state comparisons will become more meaningful. The release of
graduation rates for the class of 2008 marks the second time that Michigan has used a cohort four-year
graduation rate.

The formula for the calculation of 2008 graduation rates is possible because school districts have been
tracking the enrollment of individual students since those students first enrolled in the Sth-grade in the
2004-2005 school year and reporting that data to the Center for Educational Performance and
Information (CEPI). The gathering of this information at a statewide level allows CEPI to heip districts
adjust enroflments to reflect "transfers in" and "transfers out" of the district, as well as students who exit
from the public education system itself, over the course of four years.

2008 marks the first year that new five-year graduation and dropout rates are calculated for students in
the 2007 cohort. The graduation rate includes the students who were categorized as "off-track” at the
end of four years and graduated in the fifth year with a regular high school dipioma.

2008 Cohort Four-Year Graduation Rate

The total number of students who were identified as first-time 9th-graders in fall 2004 formed the initial
2008 cohort. Students who transferred into the state, district, or building at any time during the four-year
period were added to the initial group. For students who moved within the public schools, student
records were updated to reflect the correct district and building location. These students were
considered "transfers out” of the district/building they left and "transfers in" to the district/building they
entered. Students who exited the public school system entirely (out of state, to non-public school, or
home school) or became deceased at any time during the four-year period are considered "exempt"
and removed from the cohort.

To calculate the 2008 cohort four-year graduation and dropout rates after transfers are accounted for,
students are placed into one of four categories:

1. On-track graduated - completed high school with a regular diploma in four years or less

2. Other completer - earned a General Educational Development (GED,) certificate, other
certificate, or reached the special education maximum age

3. Off-track (graduated & continuing) - completed high school with a regular diploma in more than
four years, or did not complete high school in four years and are still continuing in school

4. Dropout - left high school permanently at any time during the four-year period, or whose
whereabouts are unknown

A student is counted toward the graduation rate of the final building or district that the student aitended
during the four-year period. "On-track graduated"” is counted as the numerator and divided by the total
count of all categories. The total of the categories is the 2008 Cohort Total. Students who transferred in
are included as students with one of the four categories for that building/district and students who
transferred out have been included in another public entity's rates, if the students have been located.

06/24/2009 30f170



On-Track Graduated
2008 Cohort Total

2008 Cohort Four-Year Dropout Rate

There is no national standard for calculating cohort four-year dropout rates. Michigan has chosen
to maintain consistency by using the cohort methodology recommended by NGA and USED to
calculate this rate as well. A dropout rate is not equivalent to subtracting the graduation rate from 100
percent because that method would count students who are an "other completer” or "off-track
continuing" as dropouts, which they are not. The 2008 cohort four-year dropout rate is calculated using
this formula:

Dropouts
2008 Cohort Total

Reading the 2008 Cohort Four-Year Graduation and Dropout Rate Report

The 2008 cohort four-year graduation and dropout rate report includes data for the state, every district,
and every building from which students graduate, and is divided into eleven columns:

Table 1

ame efinitions
District/Building Name This is the alphabetical listing, beginning with local education agencies
(Code) (LEAs), public school academies (PSAs), and then intermediate
schoo! districts (/SDs) included in the report. The district-level data are
identified in shaded rows. The buildings that comprise the district
appear below the district name in non-shaded rows that are slightly
indented.
First Time 9th Grade in Fall | Total number of students who were identified as first-time 9th-graders
2004 in fall 2004, which was the group of students who initially formulated
the 2008 cchort.
{(+) Transfers in Total number of students who transferred into the state, district, or
building cohort at any time during the four-year period and remained
there.
(-) Transfers Out & Exempt | Total number of students who transferred out of the district, building,
or public school system cohort (out of state, to non-public school, or
home-school) at any time during the four-year period and did not
return. Deceased students are also exempt.
Cohort Total number of students in the 2008 cohort for the state, for each
district, and for each building after adjustments were made for
transfers in, transfers out, and exempt students.
On-Track Graduated Total number of students in the 2008 cohort who completed high
school with a regular diploma in four years or less.
Dropouts (Reported & MER) | Total number of cohort students who left high school permanently at
any time during the four-year pericd, or whose whereabouts are
unknown (MER; missing expected records).

Off-Track Continuing Total number of cohort students who did not complete high school in
four years and are still continuing in school.

Other Completer (GED, Total number of cohort students who earned a GED, other certificate,

etc.) or reached the special education maximum age.
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Graduation Rate The percentage, calculated as On-Track Graduated divided by the
2008 Cohort, of the total number of students in the 2008 cohort who
completed high school with a regular diploma in four years or less.
Dropout Rate This is the percentage, calculated as Dropouts divided by the 2008
Cohort Total, of the total number of students in the 2008 cohort who
left high school permanently at any time during the four-year period, or
whose whereabouts are unknown (MER; missing expected records).

For many districts, the building totals do not sum to the district total. Buildings in which students who
have been ordered by the court to attend are not included in the district's rate, only the building rate.
This method prevents a district from being held accountable for the performance of students who would
normally not be present in the district, while still allowing for accountability for the building that provides
the public education. Students must alse be present for at least 2 count dates (the September and
February days that schools report attendance to the state for funding purposes) in order to be counted
in a building rate. A student who is present for just one count date is only included in the district rate.
Students who are claimed in a district, but were not present for any count days are only included in the
state rate.

2007 Cohort Five-Year Graduation and Dropout Rates

2008 marks the first year that five-year graduation and dropout rates are calculated for students in the
2007 cohort. The graduation rate includes the students who were categorized as "off-track continuing”
at the end of four years and graduated in the fifth year with a regular high school diploma. The new five-
year graduation rate is calculated in the same manner as the four-year rate, with the addition of
students who graduated in the fifth year (Off-track graduated) in the numerator. "On-track graduated”
and "Off-track graduated” are the numerator and divided by the total of all categories (on-track
graduated, off-track graduated, off-track continuing, other completer, and dropout). Transfers-in and out
during that fifth year are accounted for as well. The total of the categories is the 2007 Cohort Total:

On-Track Graduated + Off-Track Graduated
2007 Cohort Total

The new cohort five-year dropout rate is calculated in the same manner as the four-year rate, with the
addition of students who dropped out of high school in their fifth year. Transfers-in and out during that
fifth year are accounted for as well. Remember, the 2007 cohort five-year rates count all students in the
2007 cohort at the end of five years; these rates are not just counting those students in the 2007 cohort
who finished in the fifth year.

Dropouts
2007 Cohort Total

Reading the 2007 Cohort Five-Year Graduation and Dropout Rate Report

The 2007 cohort five-year graduation and dropout rate report includes data for the state, every district,
and every building from which students graduate, and is divided into eleven columns:
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Table 2

District/Building Name This is the alphabetical listing, beginning with local education agencies
{Code) (LEAs), public school academies (PSAs), and then intermediate
school districts (ISDs) included in the report. The district-level data are
identified in shaded rows. The buildings that comprise the district
appear below the district name in non-shaded rows that are slightly
indented.

First Time 9th Grade in Fall | Total number of students who were identified as first-time 8th-graders
2003 in fall 2003, which was the group of students who initially formulated
the 2007 cohort.

(+) Transfers In Total number of students who transferred into the state, district, or
building cohort at any time during the five-year period and remained
there.

(-) Transfers Out & Exempt | Total number of students who transferred out of the district, building,
or public school system cohort (out of state, to non-public school, or
home-school) at any time during the five-year period and did not
return. Deceased students are also exempt.

Cohort Total number of students in the 2007 cohort for the state, for each
district, and for each building after adjustments were made for
transfers in, transfers out, and exempt students.

On-Track + Off-Track Total number of students in the 2007 cohort who completed high
Graduated school with a regular diploma in four years or less, plus those who
completed high school with a regular diploma in the fifth year.
Dropouts (Reported & MER) | Total number of cohort students who left high school permanently at
any time during the five-year period, or whose whereabouts are
unknown (MER; missing expected records).

Off-Track Continuing Total number of cohort students who did not complete high school in
five years and are still continuing in school.

Other Completer (GED, Tota! number of cohort students who earned a GED, other certificate,

ete.) or reached the special education maximum age,

Graduation Rate The percentage, calculated as On-Track Graduated + Off-Track

Graduated divided by the 2007 Cohort, of the total number of students
in the 2007 cohort who completed high school with a regular diploma
in five years or less.

Dropout Rate This is the percentage, calculated as Dropouts divided by the 2007
Cohort Total, of the total number of students in the 2007 cohort who
left high school permanently at any time during the five-year period, or
whose whereabouts are unknown (MER; missing expected records).

Data validation and appeals process

The Graduation/Dropout Review and Comment Application (GAD) provided district staff the opportunity
to view and request changes to graduation and dropout information on individual students. During the
spring of 2009, districts' authorized users accessed the GAD to view their cohort members and
requested: 1) changes to their exit statuses; 2) accountability re-points (changes which district or
building is accountable for the student); 3) cohort year changes; and 4) linking of multiple students’
Unigue Identification Codes (UICs) where multiple codes existed for a single student. Exit status
changes potentially resulted in cohort category changes for districts. Accountability re-points potentially
resulted in another district or building being held accountable for a student. Cohort year change
requests approved for certain students moved them from an incorrectly assigned cohort year to the
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correct one. District authorized users submitting UIC linking requests were able to identify and correct
instances in which muitiple UICs had been assigned to a single student at some point during the 16
SRSD data collection cycles.

The data used to calculate the graduation rates are audited. After the exit status data (which
determines the current status of a student) comes to CEPI, it is loaded into the GAD and made
available for review by authorized individuals in a district. After they review the data, it goes through an
auditing process that is completed by intermediate school district (ISD) auditors, as identified in the
Michigan Department of Education (MDE) audit manual. After the audit is completed, any final requests
for changes to student records are reviewed and approved or denied by an ISD auditor based on
evidence provided to support the request. For example, if a school asked to change a student reported
previously as a dropout to a transfer out of state, the school had to provide evidence of that student's
enrollment in the new district. Without sufficient evidence, a school's request for a student change was
not approved.
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State of Michigan 2008 Cohort 4-Year Graduation and Dropout Rate Report
Final Results
Cohort Statu T

Drdpﬂat

District / Buiidin i : o : 8 i £ ks S e
Star InternatmnalAcademy {08636) : 5 kAR 75 69 | <10 92.00% @ 5.33%

"< 10" indicates that there were less then ten or zera students in the cohort or in 2 status at fhe luldi g for two count days or the district for one count day. ™™ indicates that the mldlrgldxstr!m has
closed. “#' indicates that the bullding/district does not graduate students and students listed in the cohort graduate from a different enfity. “N/A" indicates "Not Apglicable” for this entity.

iy the Center for Educational mance & information from SRSO Fall 2004 to Fail 2008, and GAD Spring 2008
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State of Michigan 2007 Cohort 5-Year Graduation and Dropout Rate Report

Fmal Results

 Cohort Status
Dmpout:

Rate |

50.00%

<10 8679%  13.21%

<10 86.52%  13.48%

<10  85.00%  15.00%

<10 92.75% 6 52%7

2.94%
1.52%

o

< 1Q 76 27% ‘ 22.03%

e 1“" indicates that there were less than len or zero stucie: 1S in trm cohori of ina stams atthe bthldlﬂs for f\r‘!" count days or fhe cﬁsiriat fm one N"mt Gay md.cates tr"a & uu,ld.z'gfdasmct has
closed, ¥ indicates that the bullding/district does not graduate studenis and students listed In the cchert graduate from a different entity. "N/A" indicates "Not Appiicable” for this entity.

Weston PreparatoryAcademy (08641) , A 71 - 28 - \ 40 59 1 13 - < 10

Drta orovided by the Center for Educational Performancs & Information from SRSD Fall 2003 to Fall 2008, and GRD Spring 2008
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