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Urban school succeeds by teaching right values

University Preparatory Academy school in
Detroit's midtown, a sign adamantly exclaims:
"NO VICTIMS!"

The message reflects the teachers mission: to
let not one student fail high school. But it's
also apolitical message of sorts. Unlike most
high schools, University Prep, a charter public

" | Click here to view real estate
":*-ﬁﬂLE for sale and for rent.

school, does not back away from teaching "
values to its students. Rea|EstateSolutions
"No Victims' has multidimensional messages. Click here for simple & affordable

Teachers make it clear to their students that
they're expected to succeed and live the
American Dream with a good-paying job -- not
be a victim to globalization, ghetto streets,
abandonment by parents or anything else.
Indeed, the school's approach demonstrates the
power of culture upon student achievement.
The signinitsteachers conference room
might as well say, "Culture matters."
Naysayers predicted the school would fail
when it opened in 2000. This week, the school
is proving them wrong by showing itsfirst
significant results. It will graduate 95 percent
of itsfirst class on Saturday.

What distinguishes University Prep, built by philanthropist Bob Thompson, from other schools
isits conscious focus on identity and reprogramming students' potential negative belief systems.
In suburban schools, the academy's founders argue, students learn how to operate in
mainstream culture through their day-to-day lives. They learn how to present themselvesin
socia settings, how to talk to potential employers and other "soft" skills.

Even more important, their parents, neighbors, teachers and society expect middle- and upper-
class children to succeed in college and the work world. Thus, those children learn to believein
their capabilities and potential.

For working-class and low-income children, that assumption can't be made. They get messages
from society that they're not "college material," so they're more likely to doubt their abilities.
First-generation college-goers, in particular, may have psychological barriers to transcend.
University Prep's founders set out to change those dynamics. At the state and federal levels,
values are "hard to legislate," says Doug Ross, afounder and superintendent of the academy.

advertising in our print & internet
newspaper editions.

+ Get free headlines by e-mail
# Get text alerts on your cell phone
F Get The Detroit News on your PDA

. Printer friendly version

. Comment on this story

. Send this story to a friend
. Get Home Delivery

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbes.dil/article?Al D=2007706040320 (2 of 4)6/6/2007 10:46:51 AM

."?' '\;
Local

Find the best sales & deals
at major retailers near you:



http://www.mihomehunt.com/?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO02
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=OBITUARIES
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/deathnotices/index.cfm?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SCHOOLS
http://info.detnews.com/history/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NATION
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLITICS
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLITICS01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0101
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0102
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0103
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0104
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0105
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0202
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0201
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS02
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS06
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS07
http://info.detnews.com/scoreboards/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT&template=front
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT01
http://events.detnews.com/
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT02
http://info.detnews.com/movies/index.cfm
http://tvlistings4.zap2it.com/partners/index.asp?partner_id=det
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE05
http://info.detnews.com/restaurants/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/wine/
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT04
http://info.detnews.com/casino/index.cfm
http://www.dnps.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.detnews.com/2005/opinion/2061844893/300x250_1/OasDefault/mihomehunt_ros_sponsor/300x250realestate.gif/63663461643035663436363663383130
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=REGISTER01&ForceUserreg=1
javascript:win=window.open('http://my.textcaster.com/ServePopup.aspx?id=786','TextCaster','menubar=yes,toolbar=no,status=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=676,height=500');win.focus();
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=mobile
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070604/OPINION01/706040320&template=printart
javascript:comments(letteradress)
javascript:NewWindow(300,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/Xsendmailpopup.htm&GPUBDATE=20070604&GCATID=OPINION01&GARTNO=706040320&GTITLE=Urban%2520school%2520succeeds%2520by%2520teaching%2520right%2520values');
http://subscribe.detnews.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/detroit/default.aspx?action=entrybroadreach&r=632641172163846890668745103

Michigan's Best
Living

MichMoms
Lifestyle
Homestyle

Fitness

Forums

News Talk

Faith Talk

Autos Talk

Mom Talk

Schools Talk
Wings Talk

Lions Talk

Pistons Talk

Tigers Talk

Big 10 Talk

High Schools
Movie Talk

Tech Talk
Weblogs

Blog Index

Amber Arellano's Blog
Anime Blog
Architecture Blog
Autos Blog

Big Ten Blog
Bizarro News
Bullard's Pundit Blog
Crafts Blog

Daniel Howes Blog
Entertainment Blog
Fashion & Shopping
Food Blog

Golf Blog

Health Blog

Henry Payne's Blog
High School Sports
Homestyle Blog
Laura Berman Blog
Lions/NFL Blog
Mears Photoblog
Moms Blog

Motor Sports Blog
Music Blog
NASCAR/Racing Blog
Neal Rubin Blog

Urban school succeeds by teaching right values

"But at the school level, it's easy to do. The successful urban schoolsin Americado it."

|dentity building is part of the school's regular activities. Each graduating class hasits own
slogan to reinforce the positive nature of college-going, which the school defines not only asa
four-year college but also technical training and skilled trades.

The school's hallmark isits focus on relationships. Every child is assigned to what's called an
advisory group of about 15 students and one teacher with whom they take classes for four years.
Such "advisories' function similarly to a support group; students provide positive peer pressure
and encouragement. And every student is required to apply to college. The combined strategies
are designed to boost self-confidence and provide a safe, supportive environment. That's
crucial for teenswho lack a stable home life.

"When you ask kids where they live or who they live with, they say, 'l stay here," whichis such
areflection of the high rates of transience," says Margaret Trimmer-Hartley, an incoming
superintendent for the academy's new math and science middle school. "Their advisory groups
become their community, their family."

The approach isworking. The entire University Prep class of 2007 has been accepted to post-
secondary institutions -- which would be considered a minor miracle in many general
admission urban high schools.

While many educators say schools cannot make up for the culture of low expectationsin cities
-- or family instability -- University Prep is demonstrating that, in fact, the right mix of
education strategies can fill the voids in the lives of many urban students.
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More Editorials Headlines

. Increasing gas mileage rules fuels fight

. School pension system runs efficiently

. Reforms should be part of business tax deal

. This week's talk

. Learn from successful charter school program
. Does victory emerge from Iraq bill loss?

. Do gas mileage hike plans go too far?

. Granholm likes taxes over cutting fat

. Editorial Quick Hits: Theirs

. Michigan taxpayers may revolt again

. Increasing license fees is bad for business

. Immigration rules, reforms prove frustrating

. Macomb should establish a strong county executive
. Detroit police want better count of reforms

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbes.dil/article?Al D=2007706040320 (3 of 4)6/6/2007 10:46:51 AM


http://detnews.com/michigansbest/index.htm
http://info.detnews.com/michmoms/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE02
http://info.detnews.com/feedback/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/faithtalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/autostalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/parentblog/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/schoolsforum/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/wings/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/detroitlionsonline/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/pistons/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/tigers/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/sports/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/highschools/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/movietalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/techtalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=arellano
http://info.detnews.com/animeblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=architecture
http://info.detnews.com/autosblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/bigtenblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/bizarroblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/georgebullardblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/craftblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/danielhowesblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/entblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=fashion
http://info.detnews.com/foodblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/golfblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/healthblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=payne
http://info.detnews.com/highschoolsportsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/homestyleblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=berman
http://info.detnews.com/lionsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/danielmearsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/parentblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/racing/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/musicblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/racing/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=rubin
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070604/OPINION01/706040365
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070604/OPINION01/706040367
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070604/OPINION01/706040368
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070603/OPINION01/706030306
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070603/OPINION01/706030307
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070602/OPINION01/706020309
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070602/OPINION01/706020310
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070602/OPINION01/706020312
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070602/OPINION01/706020313
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070601/OPINION01/706010308
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070601/OPINION01/706010310
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070601/OPINION01/706010312
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070601/OPINION01/706010314
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070601/OPINION01/706010318

Urban school succeeds by teaching right values

Nolan Finley Blog . State should support its research universities
Photo Blog If taxpayers pay for it, they should see it
Pistons/NBA Blog payers pay » they

Politics Blog . Letters: Your opinion

Scott Burgess: Autos . State's budget problem angers taxpayers
Sports Blog

Sports & Celebs
Sports Buzz
Technology Blog
Terry Foster Sports
Tigers Blog

Tom Long Movies
Travel Blog

TV Blog
Wings/NHL Blog
RSS

Feeds

Stop child abuse with felony murder rule

© Copyright 2007 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?A1D=2007706040320 (4 of 4)6/6/2007 10:46:51 AM


http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=finley
http://info.detnews.com/photoblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/pistonsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/weblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=burgess
http://info.detnews.com/sportsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/sportscelebsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/blogs/bloggers.cfm?id=sportsbuzz
http://info.detnews.com/techblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/terryfosterblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/tigersblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/tomlongblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/travelblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/tvblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/wingsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/includes/rssfeeds.htm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070531/OPINION01/705310317
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070531/OPINION01/705310318
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070531/OPINION01/705310319
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070531/OPINION01/705310320
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070531/OPINION01/705310321
http://www.dnps.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.detnews.com/2005/opinion/1677816531/PageCount/default/empty.gif/63663461643035663436363663383130

	detnews.com
	Urban school succeeds by teaching right values


	FBJCJFOFBLGKFOGKGGEOFLHOKIJEHOLN: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: [100]
	f2: 

	f3: Go
	f4: 




